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Dehorning or disbudding is the process of removing or stopping the growth of the 
horns of livestock. Cattle, sheep, and goats are dehorned for economic and safety reasons. 
Horns can pose a risk in both humans and other animals, and can be real bearers in the process 
of husbandry. The procedure is most commonly performed early in an animal's life, along 
with other actions such as docking and castration. Dehorning is normally done by a 
veterinarian or a trained professional. The alternatives that could be used in these processes 
and the lack of good practices in many countries resulted in a debate based on an animal 
welfare issue due to the fact that these alternatives can be very stressful for animals because 
they are producing pain and diseases.  
Dehorning or disbudding is the process of removing or stopping the growth of the 
horns of livestock. Disbudding involves destroying the horn-producing cells of the horn bud.5 
Horn buds are removed without opening the frontal sinus (Vickers KJ, et al. 2005). 
Disbudding can be performed by cautery, or by rubbing or covering the horn buds with a 
chemical, or by amputation with a specifically designed sharp tool, a scoop. 
Dehorning is removal of the horns after they have formed from the horn bud. Physical 
methods of dehorning (gouge dehorning) include the use of embryotomy wire, guillotine 
shears, or dehorning knives, saws, spoons, cups, or tubes. The Barnes-type scoop dehorner is 
commonly used for physical dehorning (AVMA, 2007). 
Recent publications confirmed that disbudding and dehorning are painful to cattle 
(Stafford and Mellor, 2005).  
The best animal welfare alternative in dehorning is the use of a naturally polled bull in 
the breeding program. The use of a naturally polled bull from naturally polled ancestors over 
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